
WASHINGTON.
"Liberty and 1/uioo, now and forever, one and

inseparable."

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 1850.

A story has recently been put in circulation, that
the President of the United States will veto the
bdl for the admission of the State of California into
the Union, should it be accompanied by Territorial
bills or other measures.

J he President has never assumed any such
ground. One of the greatest complaints now made
against him by his opponents is, that he declines to
interfere with or to attempt to control the legislation
of Congress. He has performed his constitutional
duty, and fully recommended, in regard to the
newly-acquired Territory, such measures as in his
judgment are best calculated to promote harmony
and good feeling, by avoiding the unnecessary dis-,
cussion of the agitating questions of the day. He
has not attempted by any other means to influence
or control the opinion of Congress in reference to
this vexed question ; nor have any of his Cabinet
Ministers. The President, having performed his
whole duty in this particular, leaves the decision of
the subject to the wisdom and patriotism of that
enlightened body, whose constitutional duty it is to
assist him in the administration of the Government,
and U> whom he looks with confidence for a satis¬
factory adjustment of the whole matter. Amidst
the storm of political and party strife he bears with
him the consciousness of rectitude, which he knows
will carry him triumphantly through all dangers,
and a firmness of purpose upon which good men

may confidently rely for the safety of the Republic,
tinder any possible emergency.

: Complaints of the course pursued by the Presi¬
dent and the Cabinet are not confined to the De¬
mocratic papers, fhe Whig papers seem to com¬

plain that the President does not keep the Whig
party in Congress in a perfect state ol discipline
and subordination.

It has long been said, by the Whig party, that
from the accession of Gen. Jackson to the Presi¬
dency our Government has taken a wide departure
from its true theory, and that Executive influence,
Executive patronage, Executive dictation, and Exe¬
cutive veto had resolved the'Government into the
one-man power, and almost annihilated the Legisla-'
ture. Congress, under Democratic auspices, had
ceased to be what it was intended to be under the
Constitution, the independent and only legitimate
organ for the expression of the public will.
To check this course, to correct this great evil,

to bring back our Government to iis true theory,
was avowedly one great object sought in the elec¬
tion of Gen. Tavlor. That the Executive should
keep within its own orbit, confining itself, to giving
'Congress official information of the state of the
¦country, recommending proper measures and exer¬

cising the veto power only to prevent encroach¬
ments on the Executive, and check hasty and un-'
constitutional legislation, are principles which were

all fully presented by Gen. Taylor, and sustained
by his election. Since his election, the President
has conformed his conduct to these principles. He
has not by himself or by his Ministers attempted
to influence tne action of the individual members
of Congress by solicitation, promises, appoint¬
ments, or menace. This, surely, should not be
matter of complaint by the Whig party. The Pre¬
sident and his Ministers have laid before Congress
a lull statement of the condition of the country
and the state of the several Departments of the
Government. The President has recommended
such measures as in his view are required for the
country; and there has been on his part no dis¬
guise, suppression, or concealment. It now rests

entirely with Congress to proceed in the business
of legislation.
No doubt any member of Congress desiring fur¬

ther information from any branch of the Executive,
will, on request, be frankly and cheerfully supplied
with it; but, if the Executive seek consultations
and hold particular intimacy with particular Mem¬
bers, it gives offence to others and furnishes occa¬

sion to charge the President with disregarding the
principles avowed in his election, by not leaving
Congress and its members unbiased and indepen¬
dent. This, however correct, does not appear to
be satisfactory to all the Whig party, and some

seem disposed to complain that the party is not
schooled, dictated to, and dragooned into obedience
and subordination by Gen. Taylor in the same

manner as was condemned by the Whigs in the
opposite party.

It is now stated in sundry Whig papers, through
their correspondents from Washington in some

cases, and in others by their Editors, that there is
a want of cordiality and concert between the Cabi¬
net and the Whig Members of Congress ; that the
Cabinet is isolated, inaccessible, and does not con¬
sult the Whig members. This is regarded as a

cause of complaint or charge against the Cabinet,
and no doubt was so intended by those who have
instigated it aTd by those who have put it forth.

I he desire among the Whig members for con¬
sultation with the Cabinet is almost exclusively as

to appointments to office ; and it is obvious that, if
such consultations are courted by the Cabinet, it
must be with a view to follow out the advice so
obtained. Io seek, and ihen disregard advice,
would be justly considered offensive. Now, as to

courting and following such advice, there are ob¬
stacles entirely insurmountable by the Executive,
and a correction of which exists only with the
party, and perhaps is an inherent and incurable
condition of the party itself. It may be as well
distinctly stated as disguised ; and it is this : A
part of the Whig party insists on an indiscriminate
and enfire proscription and change in the officers of
the Government; while another part utterly opposes
this as wrong in itself, and inconsistent with V\ big
professions. Again : Whenever any appointment
is to be made, there is, in the Whig party, an un¬

compromising controversy prosecuted, as to what
State shall have it, what section of the State, and
what class of the various subdivisions of the party
in the different Stales. No advice can be procured
which is not thus conflicting ; and no appointment
' an be made but would be unsatisfactory to the
greatest number; and hence they complain that
their advice and influence is not sought and follow¬
ed by ] resident or Cabinet. This is caught up by

big papers, and is repealed and even made a mat¬
ter ol complaint and charge against the Executive,
by professed friends. Even the New York .. Courier
-and Enquirer" of the 20th instant presents it in this

light, the Editor saying that he thinks it 44 the duty
of the l*resident to consult the Jf'hig party in re¬

gard to all great measures, &c. Now, how can this
be done ? To consult the party could be of no use

unless its opinion were to be followed. And, we

again ask, how can that be done, when the opinions
obtained by such consultations are utterly conflict-
ing and irreconcilable one with another? It is dif¬
ficult to see how any other course but that which
has thus far been pursued by the President and the
Cabinet can be taken; that is, to make such ap¬
pointments, recommend such measures, and make
such administration of ihe Departments as are agree¬
able to well-known Whig principles and policy,
guided by their best judgment, and with the best
light they can obtain, and leave it to the Whig party
who placed them in power to sustain and support,
or to complain and abandon either the President or

his Cabinet, as shall by them be thought best. It
is probable that, while the party remains divided,
some for Paul, some for Apollos, and some for
Cephas, and so many each for himself, complaint,
defeat, and disgrace will follow.
Much has been said of late about the allowance

of claims. The truth is, there is much more real
dissatisfaction about the rejection of claims, and of
late many who have failed in their various applica¬
tions for offices, for claims, for contracts, and pro¬
jects, seem inclined to throw their various com¬

plaints into a common stock, and make a general
charge on the whole Cabinet, and to procure a gen¬
eral change, that they may have another chance of
succetding in the claims, contracts, and various
private plans and projects which the several mem¬

bers of this Cabinet have rejected.
The number of Whig members of Congress who

participate in this course is believed to be small,
and, instead of constituting the party, which remains
sound and faithful, are but the exceptions, who do
not perhaps always disclose the true ground of their
complaints.
THE NASHVILLE CONVENTION AT RICHMOND.

The City of Richmond has given the coup de

grace to the project of a Convention of the South¬
ern States to be held at Nashville. The breath is
out of its body.
On Friday evening last was held an adjourned

Meeting of the People of the City of Richmond to

decide upon the expediency of sending Delegates
from that district of Virginia; to the Convention ;

and the proposition to that effect was voted down
by 214 rotes against 105. This, it is obvious, was

not a full meeting of the People of Richmond,
owing probably to its following so immediately the
excitement of the days of election preceding it. A

large proportion of all the absentees must have
consisted of persons who were inimical or indis¬
posed to it. The want of vitality in the project
was sufficiently shown in the thinness of the atten¬
dance. The fact that at least one-half of the Peo¬
ple of Richmond would not take the trouble to go
to the meeting to vote upon the question either pro
or con, shows, beyond doubt, that the sober sense

of the People is a sate reliance against the success

of the best laid plans of political schemers and
revolutionists.
The same sound sense of the People.the same

rational content with the Constitution as it is, has
been evinccd by the masses of the People in nearly
every Southern State, as newspapers and letters
from that country assure us. Of the latter descrip¬
tion of evidence, take the following extract of a

Letter from a Subscriber to this paper in one of
the lower countics of North Carolina, under date
of April 25 :

" As to the Nashville Convention, we are all op-
4 posed to it in this section of country. I have not
4 heard the first man speak in favor of it. There
. is indeed no excitement or feeling at all on the
. subject, in any way; and, so far as I can learn,
. the same indifference, or rather opposition, exists
4 in at least twenty surrounding counties in this
4 section of the Old North State. We go for leav-
4 ing t!.e matter for Congress to settle."

FURTHER FROM MEXICO.
The New Orleans Picayune has dates from Vera

Cruz to the 14th, and from the city of Mexico to
the 11th instant.

The extra session of Cong;*C3s is approaching a closc. It
is aaid that the Government wou'd convoke another.
The committee on public credit has reported a bill for the

regulation of the foreign debt. It provides for a national
fund of $10,241,658, at 3 per cent, interest, to be applied
exclmively to the hnglish debt. For the sum of two mil¬
lions of dollars a receipt in full is to be given to the United
States for the indemnity due in May, 1850, and for a million
and a half a receipt is to be given for the amount due in 1851.
The Government employes, Sic. only got half their

salaries this month. The treasury ran short.
The cholera bad not diminished. It had appeared at

Queretaro, within fourteen leagues of the capital. In some

places, as ai Morelia, La Piedad, Silao, and La Lux, the
hurricane had driven the epidemic away.

At Piedad, containing a population of 3,000, about 1,000
ha J died. At many other points the disease was raging,'and
in some of them very violently.
The city of Mexico was, on the 23th ultimo, visited by a

double calamity. In the first place, at about 10 o'clock in
the morning, a soithwest wind commence I blowing with
great violence, and shortly became a per'cct hurricane, such
as hjd ntver been «xperienced in Mexico in the memory of
the 41 oldest inhabitant." From mid-day till 5 o'clock in the
evening the hurrione raged with inconceivable fury ; wills
were overturned, signs carried off, and twelve large trees in
the Alameda were blown down. The streets were filled with
debria, and were rendered for a time impassable. At Puebla
the «ff c-s of the hurricane were less severely fc!t than at the
capital.

At the moment when this tempest was at its heigh', the
tocsin sounded from all the churches in the city, and the cry
of fire resounded through the streets, which, but a m merit
liefore almost deserted, soon were filled with an affrighted
crowd. The cause of the a'nrm was a fire which had broken
¦ ut in the carriage shop of Wi!»on & H< pe, Sipo street,
ju t in that part of the city where the hurricane ragrd most

f.arful'y In less than an hour that establishment and many
adjicent houses wero destroyed. The violence of the wind
not only rendered usrleas all efforts to ex'inguish the flumes,
but carr ed the burning embers to a great distance. In this
manner the city was set on fire in two other places. at the
carriage shop of Mr. Petricio Desmond, New Mexico street,
and at a point near the Alameda The pumps failed, water
was scarce, the fire department was bidly organized, and the
wind continued to blow with the sime fury, si that it was

Ulirved, not without rrasjn, that these thr.e fires, at distant
p ints wou'd l ad to a general coi ll tgration. Hawpily,
how. ver, the great solidity which characterise! the structure
of Mexicin houses stepped the progress of the flimrs ab .ut
.> o clock in the evening. About a hundred families wcr^

deprived of their homes by thia lamentable catastrophe. The
damage is tstimated at $500,000. During the fire the

k
*'",c Sn Lrgion, under the order of M. Le Vapeur,

the French Mmistir, did good service, and one of its mem-
w" Wound«l A young sculptor, named Jose

Maria Maranda, was nearly killed. Tfce Minister of Rela¬
tions had appoiired a committee of four to collect and receive

sub^rtpnons in aid of .he sufferers, and the President had
J headed the list with a donation of $ 100.

A V*i.r*BtE (/Anno..The barque Ma'ia, Capt. Baker
of Boston, bas arrived at New Bedford in the short passageof 120 days from Honolulu, 8at:dwich Ulanda, with a cargo
of 1,300 t>bla. sperm oil, 1,100 bbls. *>haie d>»., and 220,000
lbs. of whalebone, togdher with 4fi4 ounces of gold dust,
the entire cargo biiog valued at $139,000 The Maris was
one of the first visit Is which ra led from Boston for Califor¬
nia after the bresking out of the gold fever.

THE NEW BRITISH TREATY.

Yesterday morning, the Sabbath, was desecrated
by the appearance in the editorial columns of the
" Union" newspaper of a most unprincipled attempt
to misrepresent the character of the new Treat)
negotiated between the U nited States and Great
Britain, with a view, if possible, to influence the
Senate to reject it.
We have yet to learn that there is any opposi¬

tion whatever in the Senate to this Treaty; or that
there is any danger of the factious spirit disclosed
in the "Union" so far making its way into the
councils of this country as to sacrifice its betst in¬
terests, in connexion with foreign Powers, on the
altar of political partisanship.
We have no means of access to the new Treaty

which is not common to all. But we have heard
those who have the means of knowing its whole
merits declare.and that, too, without distinction of
party.that it is a Treaty in the highest degree ad¬
vantageous to this country, and reflecting high hon¬
or on both the great nations which are parties to it.
The miserable declaration of the Union that this
negotiation has sold us to the British is only worthy
of the sheet which could publish such a misrepre¬
sentation.
We learn, from a gentleman who conversed with

the Nicaraguan Minister, now in this city, that the
Treaty negotiated by Mr. Hise.not only without
but in opposition to his instructions from Mr.
Buchanan, and negotiated even after he was out of
office.was never ratified by the Congress of Ni¬
caragua, whose assent to a Treaty is just as neces-

| sary as that of the Senate of the United States.
The Treaty itself was a dead letter when it was

brought here by Mr. Hise, and, from what we have
heard of its contents.nay, from what has been
disclosed of those contents by the Union itself.we
do not believe that a single Senator of the United
States can be found who would have voted for it
under any possible circumstances. Fir it not only
proposed to involve this country in an unnecessary
and entangling alliance with Nicaragua, by guaran¬
tying the sovereignty and independence of all Ni¬
caragua and her territorial claim, fromthe Caribbean
sea to the Pacific.thus involving ts inevitably in
a war with England without the slightest necessity
for it.but it was predicated on an issumption that
the Congress of the United Slates vould charter a

creat Corporation to make a Canal, and enjoy pro¬
perty and franchises unlimited, outside of the Ter¬
ritories of the United States and btyond the juris-
diction of the Government. The scheme was in
this respect just as absurd as woulc have been the
proposition to make a Corporatioi to construct a

Canal in Europe. Such strict coistructionists as

the Editors of the Union profess to be, deny the
right of Congress, under any circunstances, or for
any purpose, to create a Corporation within our
own territory; and we have never heard the most
latitudinarian expositor of the Constitution contend
that Congress could create a Corpjration to make
a Bank or a Canal in Cochin China, or in Nica-,
ragua. The scheme of Mr. Hise, as we have seen
it described in the Union and other kindred prints,
would, besides, have compelled the Government of
the United States to exercise the exclusive owner-

ship over the Canal, devolving upon us the duty
and enormous expense of fortifying and command¬
ing it, in order to protect it from the confiscation of
the local Governments, and from the depredations of
other nations. Our Treaty with Great Britain, on the
contrary, according to the accounts of it, (and which
the Union itself has published,) avoids the necessity
and the expense of fortification or protection of the
Canal.requiring no naval or military force for that
purpose.by procuring the protection of all nations
which derive the equal right of passing between
ocean and ocean on that highway of nations.
The principles of* the new Treaty are, as we

understand them, in every particular fully sanction¬
ed and sustained by the Message of President Polk,
on the 10th day of February, 1847, communicating
the Treaty of New Granada to the Senate for rati-
fication. In that Treaty protection is guarantied
to a Panama Railroad or Canal; and in the Mes-
sage referred to, it is expressly declared that all
other nations are to be invited to protect the rail¬
road or canal, on the same terms. There is not a

single principle maintained in the negotiation ol the
treaty with Great Britain.for making which this
Administration is charged by the " Union" with
having sold their country to the British.which is
not advanced and defended in the Message of Pre¬
sident Polk, to which we have referred. That
Message met with the unqualified approbation of
the Union" at the time. Nay, more : the resolu¬
tion of the Senate of the 3d of March, 1835,
alluded to in that Message, contained the whole
principle upon which the new British Treaty has
been negotiated. That resolution passed the Senate
by a unanimous vote, met with the warm appro-
bation of President Jackson, who sent a Diplo¬
matic Agent to Central America and New Granada,
to do the very thing which this Administration has
successfully accomplished, and for which the
*' Union" now condemns it!

For the full understanding of this subject, we
now republish the Message of President Polk, to
which we specially invite the attention of our
readers ; and which, as we shall doubtless here¬
after have occasion to call their attention to it, we
ask them to preserve for future reference.

THE MESSAGE.
To the Senate of the United States

I inmm t to the Senate, for tbeir advice with regard to it*
ratification, " a general treat* of peace, amity, navigation,
and conr.merco, between the United States of America and
the Republic of New Granada," concluded at Bogota on the
12th of Dcrember last, by Benjamin A. Bidlack, charge
d'affaires of the United .States, on their pa-t, and by Manuel
Maria Mallarino, Secretary of State and Foreign Relation*, on
the part of that republic.

It will be perceived by the 35th article of thu treaty, that
New Granada proposes to guaranty to the Government and
citizens of the United States the right of passage acroea the
Isthmus of Parian a, over the natural toad*, and over any
canal or railroad nhich may he constructed to unite the two
aeas, on condition that tho United States shall make a simi¬
lar guaranty to New Granada of the neutrality of this portion
of her territory, at d hct sovereignty o'er the same.
The reasons which caused the insertion of this irrptrtant

stipulation in the treaty, will be fully mad* known to the Se¬
nate by the arrompnnying documents. From these, it will
ap|>ear that our charge d'affaires acted, in this particular,
upon his own responnbil.ty, and without instructions. Under
such circumstances, it became my duty to decide whether I
would submit the treaty to the Senate ; and, after mature con-
sideration, I have determined to adopt this courae.
The impoitance of this concession to the commercial and

political interests of the United States cannot easily be over¬
rated. The route by the Isthmus of Panama is the shortest
between the two rceani; and, from the information herewith

communicated, it would seem to be the moat practicable for a

railroad or canal.
The vast advantage* to our commerce which would reeult

from auch a communication, not only with the weat coast of
America, but with Aaia and the ialanda of the Pacific, are too
obvioua to require any detail. Such a paaaage would relieve
ua from a long and dange^us navigation of more than nine
thousand miles around Cape Horn, and render our communi¬
cation with our own possessions on the northweet coast of
America comparatively easy and speedy.
The communication across the isthmus has attracted the

attention of the Government of the United States ever since
the independence of the South American re; ublica. On the
3d of March, 1835, a resolution passed the Senate in the fol¬
lowing words :

" Resolved, That the Preaident of the United States be re¬

spectfully requested to consider ihe expediency of opening ne¬

gotiations with the Governments of other nations, and par¬
ticularly with the Governments of Central America and New
Granada, for the purp .se of effectually protecting, by suitable
treaty stipulations with them, such individuals or companies
us may undertake to open a communication between the At¬
lantic and Pacific oceans, by the construction of a ship-canal
across the isthmus which connects North an<J 8outh America;
and of securing forever, by such stipulations, the free and
equal right of navigating such canal to all such nations, on
the payment of such reasonable loll as may be established, to
compensate the capitalists who may engage in auch undertak¬
ing and complete the work."
No person can be more deeply sensible than myaelf of the

danger of entargling alliances with any foreign nation. That
we should avoid such alliances has become a maxim of our

policy, consecrated by the most venerated names which adorn
our history, and sanctioned by the unanimous voice of the
American people. Our own experience haa taught us the
wisdom of this maxim in the only instance.that of the guar¬
anty to Franee of her American possessions.in which we

have ever entered into such an alliance. If, therefore, the
very peculiar circumstances of the present case do not greatly
impair, if not altogether destroy, the force of thia objection,
then we ought not to enter into the stipulation, whatever may
be its advantages. The goneral considerations which have
induced me to transmit the treaty to the Senate, for their ad¬
vice, may be summed up in the following particulars :

1. The treaty does not propose to guaranty a territory to
a foreign nation in which the United States will have nocom-

tuin interest with that nation. On the contrary, we are

more deeply and directly interested in the subject of this guar¬
anty than New Granada herself, or any other country.

2. The guaranty does not extend to the territories of New
Granada generally, but is confined to the single province of
the Isthmus of Panama, where we shall acquire by the treaty a

common and co-extensive right of passage with herself.
3. It will constitute no all:ance for any political object,

but for a purJy commercial purpose, in which all the naviga-
ting nations of the world have a common interest.!

4. In entering into the mutual guaranties proposed by the
35th article ol the treaty, neither Ihe Government of New
Granada nor that of the United States has any narrow or ex-

elusive views. The ultimate object, as presented by the
Senate of the United Stales in their resolution to which I
have already referred, is to secure to all nations the free and
equal right of passage over the isthmus. If the United States,
os the chief of the American nations, should first, become a

party to this guaranty, it cannot be doubted.indeed, it is
confidently expected by the Government of New Granada.
that similar guaranties will be given to that republic by Great
Britain and France. Should tho proposition thus tendered
be rejected, we may deprive the United States of the just in¬
fluence which its acceptance might secure to them, and con¬

fer the glory and benefits of being first among the nations in
concluding such an arrangement upon the Government either
of Great Britain or France. That either of these Govern¬
ments would embrace the offer, cannot well be doubted ; be¬
cause there does not appear to be any other effectual means of
securing to all natious the advantages of this important pas¬
sage, but the guaranty of great commcrcial Powers that the
itthmasshall be neutral territory. The interests of the world
at stake are so important, that the security of this passage be¬
tween the two oceans cannot be suffered to depend upon the
wars and revolutions which may arise among different
nations.

Beside*, such a guaranty is almost indispensible to the
construction of a railroad or canal across the territory,
rs either sovereign & tales nor individuals would expend their
capital in the construction of these expensive works, with¬
out some such security for their investments.
The guaranty of the sovereignty of New Granada over the

tbthmu8isa natural consequence of the guaranty of its neu¬

trality, and there does not seem to be any other practicable
mode of securing the neutrality of this territory. New Gra¬
nada wruld not consent to yield up this province in order that
it might become a neutral State ; and if she should, it is not

sufficiently populous or wealthy to establish and maintain an

independent sovereignty. But a civil government must exist
there, in order to protect the works which shall be constructed.
New Granada is a power which will not excite the jealousy
of any nation. If Great Britain, France, or the United
States held the sovereignty over the isthmus, other nations
might apprehend that, in case of war, the Government would
close up the passage against the enemy ; but no such fears
can ever be enteitained inj-egard to New Granada.

This treaty removes the heavy discriminating duties against
us in the ports of New Granada, which have nearly destroy¬
ed our commerce and navigation with that republic, and
which we have been in vain endeavoring to abolish for the
last twenty years.

It may be proper, also, to call tbe attention of the Senate
to the 25th article of the treaty, which prohibits privateering
in case of war between the two republics; and also to the
additional article, which nationalizes all vessels of the parties,
which "shall be provided by the respective Governments with
a patent issuod according to its lawsand, in this particu-
lar, goes further than any of our former treaties.
WisniHoTO*, February 10, 1847.

JAMES K. POLK.

Disasters ard Deplorable Loss or Life..At New
York, on Monday morning, as a gang of eleven laborers
were engaged in removing the rubbish and burnt goods from
the store of Darling, Albertson <fc Rose, in Front at., (de¬
stroyed by tbe fire of Wednesday night last,) the peak of the
gable end of the adjoining building, owned by Stephen
Whitney, and occupied as a bonded warehouse, being pressed
out by the weight of the goods stored within, fell with a tre¬
mendous crash, and buried the men beneath the ruins.
One man, named Dennison, was killed outright; mother,

Edward McCheyr.e, had his legs broken, and was other¬
wise seriously injured ; a third escaped with comparatively
slight injuries.
Tho remainder of the party, at two o'clock in the after¬

noon, still remained covered by a heavy man of brick, but
mensu.es were in progress, through the concerted action
of the mayor, chief of police, and bis aids, for th« ir rescue.
Their names are as follows : Hugh Mct'heyne, John Harvey
John Horgon, Wm. Pratt, Michael Connor, John Driscnll'
John Lavy, TomLehoy, John Hays, and Patrick Barry.

'

As the walla of the store on the opptsite fide of the ruins
were much pressed out and threatened to fall, it was first ne¬
cessary to shore it up, before any thing could be doM for tho
relief of the sufferers. It was feared, however, that they
were all dead. J

At about the same hour a Mmilar accident, attended with
most painful circumstances, though not with so large a sacri¬
fice of life, occurred at the old Chemical Bank building, ad¬
joining the American Museum. While a number of work¬
men were employed in removing the old edifice, preparatory
to the erection of the new, a portion of the flooring gave way
and buried them in the ruins. A strong detachment of police
weie soon on the ground, and efficiently at work in clearing
away tho ruins, and with such succors that in loss than an
hour all beneath the in were extricated. E ght pernors in all
were so badly hurt, that it was necemry to convey them to
the hospital Their names were Matthew Kearhan, John
Golden, Michael Macleaven, John Trainor, Thomas Karr
Patrick Brady, Samuel Hunter, and James Hughes.

'

For Califos'.ia..The steamship Ohio sailed from New
York on Saturday afternoon for Havona and New Orlean-,
touching at Charleston and Savannah. The passengers bound
to California will be transferred, with the mails, to the steam¬
ship Falcon, at Havana, and the Ohio will (hen proceed to
New Orleans. The Ohio takes out from the city of New
York four hundred and forty-six passengers, principally bound
to California.
The steamship Crecent City is to leave New York on

Wednesday for Jamaica and Chagres. A large number of
passengers bound to California kave engaged in her already.

Mr. Baldwin, who some time ago murdered his own
brother-in-law, at St. Louis, and was acquitted upon trial,
on the pie* of insanity, has since murdered his own father.

LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA.
We have received a copy of a report made to the

Department of the Interior by William Carky
Jones, Esq., who was sent to California as a confi¬
dential agent of the Govarnment to inquire into the
condition of Land Titles in that country. His re¬

port, which is contained in a pamphlet of about
forty pages, makes a very full exposition of the
origin and character of these titles, and contains a

large amount of valuable and information.
Mr. Jonks says that all the grants of land

made in California (except pueblo or village lota,
and except perhaps some grants north of the bay of
ban t rancisco, as will be hereafter noticed) subse¬
quent to the independence of Mexico, and after the
establishment of that government in California,
were made by the different political governors. On
the 21st of January, 1828, the Government defined
the process of securing these titles :

"The directions were very s'mple. They gave the go-
vernors of the Territories the exclusive faculty of making
grants within the term of the law ; that is, to the extent of
leagues, or individuals ; and colonization grants or larger
tracts to empresarios," or persons who should undertake, for a

consideration in lands, to bring families to the country for the
purpose of colonization. In esse the concurrence of the De¬
putation was refused to a grant of the first mentioned Class,
the governor should appeal, in favor of the grantee, from the
Assembly to the Supreme Government."

There is much difficulty in establishing records.
Of this Mr. Jones speaks at length :

' The same year a presidio was established at Monterey,
and a mission establishment begun. Subsequently, the Do¬
minican friars obtained leave from the King to take charge of
a part of the missions of California, which led to an arrange¬
ment between the two societies, whereby the missions of
Lower California were committed to the Dominicans, and the
entire field of the upper province to the Franciscans. This
arrangement was sanctioned by the political authority, and
continues to the present time.
"The new establishments flourished, and rapidly augment¬

ed their numbers, occupying first the space between Diego and
Monterey, and subsequently extending to the northward. A
report from the Viceroy to, the King, dated at Mexico on the
27th of December, 1793, gives the following account of the
number, time of establishment, and locality of the missions
existing in New California at that time.1

Missions. Situations. When founded.
1. San Diego de Alcilo.. lat. 32° 42'
2. San Carlos de Monte. July 19, 1769.

"7 * 30 33 June 3, 1770.
3. Han Antonio de Padua 36 34 July 14, 1770.
4. San Gabriel de los

Tremblorcs. 34 10 Sept. 8, 1771.
5. San Luis Obispo 31 38 Sept. 1, 1772.
6. San Francisco, (Dolo-

"¦); 37 56 October 9, 1776.
7. San Juan Capristrano. 33 30 Nov. 1, 1776.
8. Santa Clara 37 00 Jan. t8, 1777.
9. San Buenaventura!... 34 36 March 31, 1782.

10. San Barbara 34 28 Octoh.r4, 1786.
11. PurUima Conception.. 35 :?2 Jan. 8, 1787.
12. Santa Cruz 36 58 Aug. 28, 1791.
13. La Soledad 36 38 October 9, 1791.

At first, the missions nominally occupied the whole ter¬

ritory, except the four sqpall military posts of San Diego,
Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San Fraucis:o ; that is, the
limits of one mission were said to cover the intervening space
to the limits of the next ; and there were no other occupants
except the wild Indians, whose reduction and conversion was

the object of the establishments. The Indians, as fast as

they wer» reduced, were trained to labor in the mission?, and
lived either within its walls, or in small villages near by, un¬

der the spiritual and temporal direction of the priests, but the
whole political control of the governor of the province, who
decided contested quesiionsof right or policy, whether between
different missions, between missions and individuals, or con¬

cerning the Indians. Soon, however, grants of land began
to bo mcdo to individuals, especially to retired solvere, who
received special favor in the distant colonies of Spain, and
bccame the settlers and founders of the country they had re¬

duced and protected. Pome settlers were also brought from
the neighboring provinces of Sonnra and Sinaloa, and
the towns of San Jose at the head of the Bay of San
Francisco, and of Los Angeles, eight leagues from the port of
San Pedro, were early founded. The governor exercised the
privilege of making concessions of large tracts, and captains
of the presidios were authorized to grant building lots, and
small tracts for gardens and farms, within the distance of two
leagues from the presidios. By these means the mission
tracts began respectively to have something like known boun¬
daries; though the lands they thus occupied were still not
viewed, in any light, as the property ol the missionaries, but
as the domain of the crown, appropriated to the ufo of the
missions while the state of the country should require it, and
at the pleasure of the political authority.

I took much painn, both in California and in Mexico.
to as ure myself of the situa'ion, in a legal and proprietary*
point of view, of the former great establishment* known as

the mission of California. It had been supposed that the
lands they occupy w<re gran/a held as the property of the
church, «r of the mission establishments as corporations.
Such, however, was not the case. All the mis-ions in Upper
California were established under the direction and mainly at
the expense of the Government, and the missionaries there
had never any other right than to the occupation and use of
the lands for the purpose of the missions, and at the pleasure
of the Government. This is shown by the history and prin¬
ciples of their foundation, by the laws in relation to them, by
the constant practice of the Government toward them, and,
in tact, by the rules of the Franciscan order, which forbid its
members to possess property.
" The establishment of missions in remote provinces was

part of ttfe colonial system of Spain. The Jesuits, by a

license from the Viceroy of New 8pain, commenced in this
manner the reduction of Lower California in the year 1697.
They continued in the spiritual charge, and in a considerable
degree of the temporal government of that province until
1767, when the royal decree abolishing the Jesuit order
throughout New Spain was there enforced, and the mission
taken out of their hands.
" lbey had then founded fifteen missions, extending from

Capo St. Lucaa nearly to the head of the sea of Cortes, or

California gulf. Fhree of the establishments bad been sup¬
pressed by order of the Viceroy ; the remainder were n^w

put in charge of the Franciscan monks of the college of San
Fernando, in Mexico, hence sometimes called . Fernandinoa.'
The prfifect of that ollege, the Rev. Father Junipero Serra,
proceeded in person to his new charge, and arrived, with a

number of monks, at Lereto, the capital of the peninsula, the
following year, (1768.) He was there soon after joined by
Don Jose Galvcz, inspector general (riaitador) of New
Spain, who brought an order from the King directing the
foundation of one or more settlements in Upper California.
It was therefore agreed that Father Junipero should extend
the mission establishments into Upper California, under the
protection of presidios, (armed posts,) which the Govern¬
ment would establish ut 8an Diego and Monterey. The ex¬

pedition®, both accompanied by missionaries, who are conse¬

quently fitted out, one. to proceed by sea the other by land, to

the new territory. In June, 1769, they had arrived, and that
month founded the first mission, about two leagues from the
port of San Diego. A presidio was established at the same

time near the port."
Of course, between the various grants there is

constant conflict, one portion of the tenures being
based on Spanish, another on Mexican, a third on

California, and finally others on Revolutionary au¬

thority, (Bear flag.) Mr. Jones thinks the interest
of the United States may be secured by judicious
procedures. He says :

" The grants in California, I am bourd to say, are mostly
perfect titles; that is, the holders possess their properly by
titles that, under the law which created them, were equiva¬
lent to patents from our Government; and those which are not

perfect.that is, which lack some forma ity, or some evidence
of completeness.haTe the ssine equity as those which are

perfect, and were and would have been equally respected un¬

der the Government which has passed away. Of course, I
allude to grants made in good faith, and not to simulated
grants, if there be any such, issued since the persons who made
them ceased from their functions in that respect.
" I think the state of land titles in that country will

.How the public Unds to be ascertained, and the private

lands set apart, by judicious measure*, with little difficulty.
Any measure calculated to discredit, or cauae to be dis¬
trusted, the general character of the titles there, besides the
alarm and anxiety which it would create among the ancient
population, and among all present holders of property, would,
I believe, alao retard the substantial improvement of the coun¬
try. A title discredited is not destroyed, but every one ia
afraid to touch it, or, at all event*, to invest labor and money
in improvements that rest on a suspected tenure. The hold¬
ers are afraid to improve ; others are afra'd to purchase, or, if
they do, purchase at its discredited value, willing only to
make inconsiderable investments upon it. The titlea not
called in question, (as they certainly, for any reason which I
could discover, do not deserve to be,) the pressure of popula¬tion, and the force of circumstances, will soon operate to break
up the existing large tracts into farms of such extent as the
nature of the country will allow of, and the wants of the
community require ; and this uqder circumstances, and with
such aasurance of tenure, as will warrant thoso substantial im¬
provements that the thrift and prosperity of the country in
other respects invite.
" I think the rights of the Government will be fully ear

cured, and the interests aud permanent prosperity of all claases
in that country best consulted, by no other general measure in
relation to private property than an authorized survey, accord¬
ing to tho grants, where the granla are modern, or since the
accession of the Mexican Government, reserving the over¬
plus , or according to ancient possession, where it dates from
the time of the Spanish Government, and the written evidence
of the grant is lost, or does not alf >rd data for the survey.But, providing that in any case where, from the opinion of
the proper law officer or agent of the Government in the
State, or from information in any way received, there may be
reasan to suppose a grant invalid, the Government (or a
proper officer of it) may direct a suit to be instituted for its
annulment."

THE NASHVILLE CONVENTION.
FHOM THE JEFFERSON CITT («0.) JNq,UIRER Of APRIL 18.
Governor Kino has politely furnished us the following re¬

solution and letter of Governor Quitman, of Mississippi, for
publication, deeming it the best mode of informing the Dele¬
gates from this State of the desire of the citizens of Jackson,
Mississippi to accommodate them, as he is at a loss to know
who they are, or where they reside. There is no one in this
city, to our knowledge, who contemplates attending this Con¬
vention.no, not one.and if there are any throughout the
State, we would lequest them to bear in mind that the people
of Tennessee.the grave of Jackson.repudiated this Conven¬
tion, and said the State should not be disgraced with it. We
think it high time the Nullifiers in this State would name
their delegates, as the Convention meetB in June next
Resolution relative to the Nashville Convention.
Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi,That the Capitol of this Sta'e be and is hereby tendered for

the use of the Convention of Delegates of the Southern States,appointed by such States, the Legislature, or people thereof,to meet in Nashville in June next; and that the Governor ofthis State be requested to forward a copy of this resolution to
the Governors of each of the slaveholding States of this Union,to be by them made known to such Delegates.

State or Mississippi, Executive Department,
Jackson, March 14, 1850.

Sir : In transmit'ing the enclosed resolution, I beg leave
to add, that should the Delegates to the Southern Conventionthink fit to assemble at this place, they will receive a cordial
welcome from our citizens.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. QUITMAN.His Excellency the Governor of Missouri. %

FROM JAMAICA.

By the s'caraers Crescent City and Philadelphia, arrived
on Friday, we have received full files of Jamaica papers to the
19th instant, twenty days later than our previous advices.
The journals are remarkably barren of any thing in the shapeof news that could be of interest in this vicinity. They are
principally filled with complaints of the depressed state of
business ; suggestions relative to engaging in the culture of
cotton and other staples ; reports of law cases ; and an inter¬
minable triangular discussion of the question whether Geologyand Scripture are consistent.
The schooner James Farewtll lift Jamaica on the 16th in¬

stant for Chagres, with about twenty passengers all natives
bf tho island ; and another vessel, with nearly as many more,
was expected to leave in a day or two. The Kingston Jour¬
nal looks upon this as the commencement of a large emigra¬tion, which will improve the prospects of those who remain
behind, as well as of those who embark in it;
From other sections of ihe British West Indies wc can gleanbut tew items from these papers.
The condition of the small island of Montserrat is said to

bo deplorable. The large majority of the inhabitants are
wretchedly poor, and the smallpox has bren raging amongthein since November last. A communication from the island,of unknown date, says :
" No pen or tongue can describe the scenes of misery and

want which appiar on every si le. There are at least seven
hundred lying at this time in dreadful suffering;, and mostly in
w«nt. Some of these poor patients, in a state ot ponva'.escenoe,have, from the want of nourishment, become insane ; and, un¬
less sneedv and efficient measures of relief be adopted, greatudditioi al loss of life must inevitably take place."
A communication from the Governor to the Legislature of

Antigua on the subject says that "the most appalling scenes
of misery and want daily present themselves, which all the
local means available can do no more than even partially al¬
leviate, and that cultivation has of necessity been almost everywberesuspended..N. Y. Com. Adver.

FROM GUATEMALA.

In a late number of tbe Jamaica Standard we have the
following advites from tbe Republic of Guatemala. They are
to the 14th February. The war, known as that of " the
Mountain," was not concluded, and had continued to
afflict the country for two years. The Government troops, in
number 4,000 men, were employed in the paiification of the
disturbed districts. The parties in the interior, formerly of¬
fensive, had ceased to take part in the conflict since the re¬
turn of Gene al Carrcra, who is the most prominent party,
and who, foi the space of ten years, has exercised an absolute
and beneficial influence among the people. The Indians,
who form a large portion of the population, (more than
300,000,) are devoted to him.
The post of General Carrern in Guatemala is that of gene-

ral-in chief of the Republic, with full powers for the pacifi¬
cation of the country. General P«redes is the President, a

good soldier, and strongly attached to Geneial Carrera. It Is
affirmed in the papers that it is the President of the neighbor¬
ing State of Salvador who, from various political causes, haa
fomented the war, giving powdei and other military stores to
tbe insurgents.
With the exception of this incident, Guatemala is pro¬

gressing greatly in commerco and other elements of prosper¬
ity. Its principal produce is cochineal, which ia cultivated
with diligence, and brought to great perfection.
The Government of Guatemala has concluded a treaty of

amity with Great Britain, and several other European na¬
tions, and shows itself anxious in all things to advance itself
in civilization. The other States of Central America, which
have separated themselves from her, with the exception of
Costa Rica, which is progressing favorably, are for the most
part discontented with their position, and appear only to want
an opportunity to re-unite themselves.

Terrible Tornado at Nassau, (N. P.).The island
of Nassau was visited by a tornado on tbe 29th ultimo, which
caused great destiuction. Houses were demolished, the stout¬
est trees uprooted, and fences levelled. It passed over the
premises of Messrs. Aaron Cambridge, Taylor, Duncome,
Tynes, Msjor Anderson, and others, utterly destroying everything in its course. Tbe Bahami Gazette, from which we
cull these particulars, mentions various hair breadth escapeswith life, and among the number, says that the Chief Justice
of the ifland and bis lady had just left the apartment usuallyoccupied by them when it was hurled into fragments. A
little girl was bluwn away in a building, but, being protectedby a partition, was rescued with a ftw bruises. Tbe tornado
occupied a space of oifty about thirty yard*, and, being acrosa
one of the leist populous portions of the island, the loss of
life was much lers than it would have Seen had i( taken al¬
most any other course. Eight persons lost their lives.one,
a Mr. Samuel D> an, had just been married. One poor man
was actually docpitated, and bis body fearfully mangled by
the force with which he was blewn (with the iuins of bia
he u«e) sgainst a stone wall.. Bait. Amer.

David Humphreys, Esq., Sheriff of Jrflerson county,
(Vs.) died st tbe residence of his son, in tbst county, on

Wednesdsy last. He emigrated to Jefferson county (then
Berkeley) near the close of the laat century, and upoa tbe
divifi >n of tbe latter coun'y be was the first man commis¬
sioned by tbe Governor as a justice of the peace. During
the late war with Great Britain he voluuterred as a private,
ami at the bat'le of the White House he waa so unfortunate
ss to lose bis right srm.

The foundation wails of the Astor Library building, in
Lafayette Place, New York, are now up to the surface of
tho ground. It is said that 80,000 volumes are already col¬
lected.


